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THE DROUGHT OF 1921 IN THE BRITISH ISLES. 
By C. E. P. BROOKS AED J. GLASBPOOLE. 
[Reprinted h m  iVa.ttrr.9, London, Feliriiarg a3, 1923.1 

The general rainfall in England and Wales was the 
least in 1921, so far as can be ascertained, since 178s. 
Individual long records indic.ated that over a consider- 
able part of the southeast of England 1921 was the driest 
year for a t  least a century and a half. 

The months of 1921 were not individual1 so remark- 
able as was shown by a comparison wit1 i? the driest 
month known to have occurred in the British Isles 
generally. As show11 by a map of standard deviation 
of annual rainfall 1881-1915, for the British Isles, the. 
least fluctuations of annual rainfall occurred along tho 
coast in the northwest, increasin- to n maximum in the 
southeast and center of the la& masses. Constructing 
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with uRe of weather records i n  court. Exceruted from hrnetican 

charts showing the dis tribiition of, barometric ressure 

droughts, be inning with 1864, it is found that the 
conditions w E ich commonly revail during dry spells 
are high pressure over the Jritish Isles, the greatest 
deviation from normal being usually over southeast 
England; low pressure over the Arctic regions, especially 
near Spitzbargsn; and, generally, low pressure near the. 
Tropics. The first factor is related to the 11-year 
sun-spot cycle, occurring most frequently two years 
after the suu-spot minimum and three or four years 
after sun-spot maximum, so that it tends to recur ever 
five or six years. Great droughts occur only when bot 
of these factors are favorable. With pressure low over 
the Arctic, two or three months warni of a drought 
would be given by the development 2 h i g h  pressure 
over northern Russia. 
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